
Datafied Education: 

Tensions between Care and Control

Dr. Irina Zakharova
University of Bremen, ZeMKI

Data Justice Conference 2023



2

Computopia: A vision of a 

future classroom by 

Shigeru Komatsuzaki, 

1960s
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Increasingly, children’s education 

data seem indispensable to public 

policy, planning and practice in 

education, health and welfare, and in 

schools, teaching, learning and 

assessment, safeguarding and 

administration. 

(Livingstone & Pothong 2022)
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https://www.digitalstrategie-deutschland.de/static/eb25ff71f36b8cf2d01418ded8ae3dc2/Digitalstrategie_EN.pdf



Technologies?
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Care is „a social capacity and activity involving 

the nurturing of all that is necessary for the 

welfare and flourishing of life“

(Tronto 1993)

DispositionsPractices

Relations

&

Conflict



“Investigating care from an infrastructural lens foregrounds the 

ways in which objects, actors and circumstances come together 

to organise how care is practiced among people” 

(Power, Wiesel, Mitchel, Mee 2022)
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Who the care values actually benefit?

Who is responsible for all the data work and 

work to integrate infrastructures?

How are data infrastructures embedded in 

the practice of schooling?



Tensions or alignment between care and control in socio-

technical arrangements become visible through:

Values Infrastructures Work
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Thank you!
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